
Minutes of the 49th Annual General Meeting of the 

Sneyd Park Residents’ Association 

 

held at St Mary’s, Stoke Bishop on 15th May 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

The meeting was attended by approximately 80 members 

 

Apologies: None. 

 

The Chairman, Gerry Bird (GB) welcomed everyone – members and non-members – and 

our two Councillors, Peter Abraham and John Goulandris.   He introduced the Committee 

members and thanked Bill Redmond for all his help and guidance over the past 3 years.  

 

Minutes of the 48th AGM held on 16th May 2017: The Minutes had been summarised in 

the November newsletter and were also on the website.   They were agreed as a true 

record, proposed by Ian Beattie and seconded by Alan Jenkinson. They were agreed 

unanimously. 

 

Matters Arising: None. 

 

Chairman’s Report: Tonight, we have to focus on change – this means we need to 

examine our purpose in today’s society and how we meet those needs.   Firstly, the 

continued relevance of a “residents’ association” including its support for other local 

community groups.  Secondly, we need to recruit volunteers to fill the essential roles within 

the committee.  Finally, we need to change how we communicate with our members and 

collect their subscriptions.   

Over the last 12 months, we have provided guidance on several building developments and 

the level of technical competence illustrated by Bob Worraker has been a great asset.  

Issues on noise relating to the Portway and the Music Festival illustrate the impact of levels 

up to and exceeding 60 Decibels.  The Portway problem will only be solved by resurfacing 

with a low noise surface.  The Music Festival noise level limit was finally agreed at 68 

decibels.  It is not the high notes that present the penetrating problems, although residents in 

Lake Road, Henleaze, may not agree!   It is the low base notes that do not travel far, 

although they curve round structures, that cause real vibrations to properties at or near the 

stage.  Last year the Music Festival breached the licensed limits.   Over the last two years 

we have worked with Team Love and engaged with the Council over monitoring these levels. 

We have spent hours at Council meetings and had the support of our two Councillors over 

several issues. 

We undertake all residents’ issues whilst maintaining confidentiality.  We have attended 

other local groups and make financial contributions to projects such as the TVG for Stoke 

Lodge and the new Scout Hut appeal.   

Turning now to recruitment – we have annually sought membership via the Newsletters and 

the AGM.   We have had a few new Road Captains come forward to replace those who have 

retired, or moved, but new members for the committee have not been forthcoming.  This is 

your chance to come forward.  Bill Redmond is moving and is retiring as Newsletter Editor, 

and the Producer is also retiring, as is her computer!  Bob Worraker also wishes to stand 

down as Planning Secretary but will help his replacement with advice and protocols.   Dana 



Whatmore, the Membership Secretary, now has a full-time job so wishes to stand down but 

again will help her replacement.  David Smith (DS), our Treasurer, has agreed to do one 

more year if elected, and Gay Huggins (GH), our Secretary, has agreed to stand for re-

election.  Stephen Small, who joined the committee last year, has agreed to stand as 

Chairman but wishes to make a statement before the vote is taken. 

Finally, now is the time to rethink our Newsletters and how we collect our membership fees.   

We need email addresses so that we can inform residents quickly of developments that 

affect them as, say, the more letters sent to the Council objecting to a development will 

make a greater impact than a single letter from SPRA.   How do we maximise the role of our 

invaluable Road Captains?   It is a challenge. 

When I took over as Chairman I set my priority of increasing membership and thanks to a 

team effort this has been achieved.  My thanks therefore are to the whole of the SPRA 

committee.   

GB drew people’s attention to the Local History Group stand at the back of the church where 

their new book was available to purchase. 

Proposed: Rosemary Stansfield, Seconded: Margaret Pearce.  Agreed unanimously. 

 

Stephen Small’s Report: SS gave a brief history of himself.  He has lived in the area most 

of his life.  Although parts have changed, the greenness and the pleasantness of Sneyd 

Park (SP) and Stoke Bishop (SB) remains.  We know our area is being challenged by 

Council budgets, and the University increasing student intake by 5000 across the City.   I am 

not opposed to this, but we have to look at the way SPRA communicates with members and 

move forward.   At the moment, we cannot operate as a Committee of 3 people (DS,GH and 

SS).  My proposal is that I want to speak with some of the people in Stole Bishop so that we 

can expand to get more people involved.  We can engage rapidly via email.  The problem we 

have is that, when Bob has gone against the Planning Officer, it is one voice whereas if 

Planning get 200 emails they must listen.    

I cannot emphasise strongly enough the need for additional members, including SB.  There 

are minor differences between SP and SB.  We all have the same concerns – the Downs, 

litter, budget cuts, parking, etc.  I plan to call another meeting in September to report back on 

how we progress.   I want to be up front and honest as to how we can move forward.   We 

plan to introduce a standing order form, which members complete, for future payments, or 

payments can be made by cheque, so that no one is collecting money on our behalf. 

 

Questions:   

1) Ian Beattie – He has been involved over the years with the maintenance of Mariners Path.   

He suggested we employed workers to repair the wall, which is falling down in places.  Also, 

the verges in Mariners Drive needed attention.  He felt we should retain an income.  Answer: 

our constitution does not allow us to employ people and the present funds would not cover 

the costs involved.   This is a Council problem. 

2) Mike Andrews – Can the income be used on projects for the benefit of the local 

community, such as the dipping platform in the Nature Reserve, which needs another £3-

4,000?  He was against no subscriptions.   Answer:  We have donated to local community 

projects as mentioned.   However, we need to keep a sinking fund of £5,000 in case we 

need legal advice in the future. 

. 

 



Treasurer’s Report:  David Smith had provided a Statement of Account to which he 

answered questions.    It was felt by the Committee that we held sufficient funds and it was 

suggested that, for the current year, no subscriptions would be collected to enable us to 

arrange the future collection of subscriptions by Standing Order, or cheques only.   This was 

not welcomed by those present.   There was significant resistance to the suggestion that no 

subscriptions be raised this year. 

It was put to a vote, proposed by Ian Beattie, seconded by Jane Rooth, that subscriptions 

would continue.   This was carried unanimously. 

Jack O’Higgins wanted to pay his by cash.   GH spoke about her experiences of having to go 

back four times to collect subscriptions on one of her areas.   She does not have the time to 

do this, and also she should not be carrying cash on behalf of SPRA.   She appreciated that, 

in years gone by, people would have the time to chat and communicate with their Road 

Captains, but times have changed, and many householders are out at work or just out, and 

they just hand over the money from one year to the next without much communication. 

The Accounts were accepted.  Proposed by Alan Jenkinson, seconded by Linda Small, and 

agreed unanimously.  Thanks were extended to Iain McGregor for auditing them. 

 

Election of Officers: Chairman – Stephen Small - was voted unanimously. 

Treasurer – David Smith and Secretary – Gay Huggins were proposed by Linda Small, 

seconded by John Morris and agreed unanimously. 

 

 

Open Forum: 

1) Mike Andrews had sent in an email regarding the proposal of a new café on the Downs by 

the Sea Walls.    Cllr Peter Abraham dealt with this later. 

2) Ian Beattie – Agreed with the use of emails and suggested that the Newsletter, being key 

to communication, should be monthly.   GH responded that it was planned for the Newsletter 

to be emailed out in future on a regular basis. 

3) Alan Jenkinson – He had been Tree Warden and is a Road Captain.  A lot of people do 

not belong to SPRA so do not know what we do.   We need to reach these people, and 

those who are in rented accommodation or who are planning to move into SP/SB.  Agreed.  

He also suggested a subscription of £1 for those in rental accommodation. 

4) SS advised that we must conform with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).  

Although we do not have to register, we have to conform, and this is in hand.  

 

Councillors: Peter Abraham (PA) addressed the meeting.  The Council are cash-strapped 

and parks, including the Downs, must be self-funding in the next couple of years.  Money 

has been taken away from the Downs, resulting in the increasing of the number of events 

being held on the Downs.  The Downs Committee are trying to be as careful as possible in 

choosing events which are compatible with the Downs and earn sufficient funds.  

The toilets by the Sea Walls have been closed due to vandalism.  The Mayor wants to close 

all public toilets.  We must pay to keep them open.  One proposal put to the Downs 

Committee is for the current toilets to be demolished and replaced with a building consisting 

of a café, with new toilets, together with an educational section run by Mandy Leaver which 

would cover the cost of keeping them open. The proposed building would be located slightly 

North of the existing one to avoid the fountain set in the wall.   An additional vandal-proof 

toilet would be available on the outside.    PA had draft plans for people to look at.  It would 

be one way of stopping applications for burger vans, as was the case a couple of years ago.   



This proposal would have to go through the planning application stage, and full plans and 

details will be publicised.  Residents can then write to the Planning Department with 

comments.   SS hoped there would be screening and this would not lead to more property 

requests on the Down.  Any such planning application would have to be approved by the 

Secretary of State. 

Christine Bryne asked if the Downs Committee had revised its charges made for using the 

Downs, as events, such as the Music Festival, are making thousands of pounds.  PA 

confirmed they have been increased. 

Mike Andrews said the Downs had been used during the war and there were possible gun 

emplacements.  There is a very important issue here – is it right to build on what is one of 

the finest views in Bristol?  People come from all over the country/World to see this view.  

There is an Act of Parliament stating the Downs should be unenclosed.    Building on it is 

enclosing.  People can contact Mike Andrews if they want to be involved. 

PA confirmed there are no proposals to build on the Downs.  He is sure the Downs 

Committee would not allow it.  This is a replacement of a nasty toilet block.   The planners 

might specify that  it must be sited on the same base as the existing toilet structure. 

 

Cllr John Goulandris asked for thanks to be placed on record to the SPRA Committee for the 

sterling work done.  This was applauded by all. 

 

GB then closed the meeting and those present were invited to enjoy the refreshments and to 

socialise. 

 

The evening concluded at 10.00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


