
Minutes of the 51st Annual General Meeting of the 

Sneyd Park Residents’ Association 
 

held at St Mary’s, Stoke Bishop on 17th May 2022 at 7.30pm 
 

Steve Small (SS) welcomed everyone to the first AGM since 2019 due to the COVID 
pandemic.  The last two years have been a very strange time for us all, and it is wonderful to 
be together again.    The meeting was attended by approximately 27 members. 
 
Apologies: Barbara Hollyhead (Website & Facebook), Bethan Hamilton (events) and 9 
members had given their apologies. 
 
Minutes of the 50th AGM held on 4th June 2019: These Minutes had been circulated via the 
Newsletter and were on the website.  
Proposed:  Aubrey Matthews, seconded: Martin Farrell.  Agreed unanimously. 
 
Matters Arising: None. 
 
Chairman’s Report:  SS commenced by thanking firstly the Committee, who have helped 
keep SPRA moving forward, their partners and in particular his wife, Linda, who supported 
him totally, the Road Captains for continuing to deliver and who are now able to collect 
subscriptions, and  our Councillors for their support, advice and guidance.   We have worked 
with Cllr John Goulandris (JG) and Cllr Henry Michallat (HM) on matters in Stoke Bishop and 
Sea Mills, and he was grateful for advice from past Chairs and committee members during 
this difficult time.   He thanked Stephanie French and the Bristol tree Forum for their support 
and advice on tree preservation and planning matters. 
 
I have now been Chairman for four years, which have been interesting, challenging and 
rewarding helped by an able Committee.   It has been very time consuming, and I still have 
over 5,600 SPRA related emails in my computer!   It should be remembered that we are all 
volunteers. Sneyd Park is a large and varied area, but all agree the preservation of this haven 
is of utmost importance.    SPRA strive to maintain this. 
 
SPRA Committee has seen some changes, but we have been fortunate to have new people 
come forward to continue our work..   During the Pandemic, it was necessary to hold Zoom 
meetings, which were not easy or socially congenial.   Eventually we moved to socially 
distanced garden meetings, and at last we are able to meet face to face over a glass of wine, 
which is much more productive.   However, much has been achieved during these two years 
– the Database is nearly complete, Barbara  Holyhead has created our Facebook page, and 
our website has been updated with a new image, and the collection of subscriptions by 
Standing Orders has meant that we had funds continuing to come in. 
 
We continue to monitor planning applications, some of which take a long time, and with some 
success.   We stopped a ¾ acre garden being concreted over and it has now been landscaped.  
Trees have been saved.   Did you know there is a 1000-year-old oak tree in a garden in 
Hazelwood Road?   
  



The Concert on the Downs last year brought in more complaints than ever before, both to me 
and to JG and I am pleased to say the Friday concert has this year been moved to Ashton 
Court.   JG and I have met with the Lord Mayor and Team Love, and this resulted in the survey 
which was circulated with the latest Newsletter.  Please respond to it. 
 
The Café on the Downs was turned down recently, but the Downs Committee are still 
reviewing this and may submit a further application.   After a Bank Holiday, we find disposable 
barbeques and masses of rubbish left on the Downs and we feel a law is necessary to stop 
this blight on the landscape, which we shall be pressing the Downs Committee to enforce. 
 
We must celebrate the Queen’s remarkable achievement of her Platinum Jubilee.   We are 
planning to plant an oak tree which hopefully will last for the next 1000 years. 
 
In February we held a small gathering to thank the Road Captains for their hard work.  We still  
need more people to come forward to deliver our Newsletters.  Please see Chris Byrne or me 
if you could cover any of the roads/flats.    
 
Ian Beattie will be giving a talk on “The Noble History of Sneyd Park and Stoke Bishop” on 
Wednesday 8th June at St Mary’s Church, at 7.30pm.   It should be very interesting. 
 
What of the future?   We will continue to issue Newsletters and keep the social media pages 
up to date and informative.  We hope to be able to send mass emails to members where a 
planning issue needs responses – 400 emails to the Council is far better than one from SPRA. 
 
What are YOU doing for SPRA?   We need more Committee members, more Road Captains, 
and more members, so please come forward, or at least encourage your neighbours to join. 
 
Sneyd Park Conservation Area is a very special area of Bristol. During these last two years, 
we have been blessed to be able to walk through a wonderful leafy suburb.  It is all our 
responsibility to help protect it no just for us but for future generations.   I trust all of us will be 
committed to maintain and uphold the Sneyd Park Conservation Area. 
 
Proposed:  Gay Huggins   Seconded: Henry Michallat.   Agreed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Mark Ryder (MR) has taken over this position and went through the 3 
sets of accounts since the last AGM in June 2019.  At the start of that period, reserves stood 
at £5,027.   Subscriptions totalled £1,475.  Major outgoings were the summer party, which was 
subsidised at a cost of £1,250, Newsletters cost £1,286 and a donation of £150 to the Friends 
of the Julian Road Telephone Box.  The year to 31st March 2020 saw a deficit of £1,676. 
In the next financial year, subscriptions were down at £1,405.  Only one Newsletter was issued 
and £300 donated to the defibrillator, expenditure was £1,095. 
Looking at the accounts for 2021/22, you will have noticed an in/out donation in the year.  This 
arose from the Carols on the Downs money which passed through SPRA accounts to allow 
us to split the money between the two chosen charities, namely Bristol North-West Foodbank 
and Womankind Mental Health Helpline.  Subscriptions have increased by 24% to £1,745 and 
we also received a kind donation of £100.  Expenditure was a single Newsletter and the Road 
Captains evening, again falling below £1,000.   We now have a reserve of £4,547 carried 
forward for next year.    



I would like to thank Iain McGregor  for again auditing these accounts. 
There were no questions, and the accounts were accepted. 
Proposed by Alan Jenkinson, seconded by Linda Small.  Agreed unanimously.   
 
Election of Officers: Chairman – SS was willing to stand again for  2 more years.   
Proposed – Chris Byrne,  Seconded – Ian Beattie.  Agreed unanimously. 
Committee was elected on bloc  
Proposed – Sylvia Butterfield,  Seconded – Aubrey Matthews.   Agreed unanimously. 
 
Cllr John Goulandris:  A big thank you to Steve Small who has done a phenomenal job in 
very difficult times.   Several other groups have disbanded.    JG was very impressed with the 
website and Facebook moving forward which should help to keep this area so beautiful. 
The Taggart Fountain in the village (bottom Stoke Hill) is a Grade II monument and repairs 
are urgently needed.  The Council has been approached but crowdfunding may be necessary. 
The Downs Committee were not happy at the rejection of the café due to the plans spreading 
into more green space, and revised plans may be forthcoming.   SS, JG and HM will be 
keeping an eye on this, and other areas. 
 
Cllr Henry Michallat: He has been working on the problem of litter, not only from the travellers 
but other users.   He is trying to get the Council to put up more signs and pass a law against 
littering.   He also mentioned the flyposting in North Bristol by people doing patios, etc. which 
are illegal, and they are being fined £1,000 per sign.   Legal action is being taken to recover 
the fines.   Residents can cut them down though the perpetrators are now putting them higher 
up the posts out of reach.  Please report any fly tipping or bill posting direct to Bristol City 
Council.   
 
Helen Powell – We Love Stoke Lodge: Helen gave an update of the situation, and they are 
dedicated to getting the fence removed.  In March 2021 the Inspector did not change the 
situation as he had not seen the evidence from WLSL and it has taken until this Friday, 13th 
May, for them to be able to submit more evidence which amounted to four ring-binders full of 
evidence for the Inspector to consider.   The school did not submit any new evidence.  They 
now wait for the Inspector to decide whether it should go to a Judicial Enquiry.   This will be 
expensive so WLSL are still trying to liaise with the school and Council to find an agreeable 
compromise.    
 
Avon Wildlife Trust: Alan jenkinson spoke on their behalf.   The whale in Bennett’s Paddock 
and White’s Paddock has deteriorated over the past two years with people climbing on it, and 
they are looking for sponsors or may need crowdfunding to replace it.  AWT lost £400,000 in 
the pandemic.   It is an amazing area so do visit. 
 
Friends of Sneyd Park Nature Reserve:  Carole Morris advised that they had not lost any 
members during the pandemic and newsletters came out and were delivered on time   It had 
become an official Local Nature Reserve and had been well used during lockdown.  They were 
lucky to receive a donation from Enovert Waste Management Services UK which has enabled 
them to renew the paths around the meadows. 
 
Martin Farrell – Druid Fountain Neighbourhood Watch: Martin is chairman of this group 
which has helped raise funds for the defibrillator and replacement trees in the village.  He has 



reported the dry rot which is affecting the Taggart Fountain to the Council and hopes they will 
repair it.    
 
Stoke Bishop & Sea Mills Open Forum: Martin Farrell is involved with this group and asked 
everyone who wishes to be on the mailing list to contact Gay Huggins (0117 9685813) who 
will pass on their details.  The next Open Forum is on th 24th June in Stoke Bishop Village 
Hall, 7pm.   Darren Jones, our MP, will be there, together with other representatives to answer 
questions, etc. 
 
The Noble history of Sneyd Park and Stoke Bishop: Ian Beattie will be giving a talk on this 
on Wednesday 8th June at St Mary’’s Church, 7.30pm.   Entrance £5 towards the Rotary’s 
project to raise £60,000 for Lebanon.   (Poster on village notice board). 
 
Open Forum: 
 

1) Elizabeth Floyd – there is a constant problem of litter.  Is it too much to ask 
householders to clean up the area outside their homes?    All agreed. 

2) Martin Farrell – are people aware of the new system for the recycling centre in 
Avonmouth?   From the 6th June you will have to book a slot. 

3) Ian Beattie raised the CAZ (clean air zone) and asked if there was a provision for 
groups who meet in Bristol in the evenings to have exemption.   JG advised that it cost 
a lot of money to implement which is why part of the Portway had been added, so there 
was no exemptions available.  However, other cities, such as Manchester and Sheffield 
have suspended the CAZ and it is still possible that it might not come into force. 
Richard Outhwaite had discovered his car was exempt, despite it being over 10 years 
old. 

4) Helen Powell asked if the damage to the wall on Druid Hill was caused by the increase 
of heavy traffic and lorries, which will potentially worsen if the CAZ is implemented.   
JG advised that this could not be proved.  The Council had worked out whose wall it 
was, one householder, and presumably they are liaising with their Insurance Company.  
If nothing happened soon, the Council will repair and send them the bill. 

5) Sylvia Butterfield – there are a lot of blocked drains.   JG and HM receive a lot of emails 
about this.   Please report any blocked drain direct to the Council via “Fix My Street”. 

 
There being no further questions, SS thanked all for coming and the meeting closed at 8.40pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


