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The Chairman’s view…
Spring is in the air! How 

wonderful it is to see the 
days getting longer and the 
early signs of spring arriving. 
It is hard to believe that we 
are nearly a quarter of the 
way through 2020.

As usual, this newsletter will 
cover various subjects along 
with some calls to action. 
Speaking of which, I’d like to 
say a big thank you to anyone 
who has written to Bristol 
Mayor Marvin Rees about  
the van dwellers. If you 
haven’t yet done so, I would 
urge you to think about it. 
His email address is mayor@
bristol.gov.uk.

SPRA’s new database is now 

complete, and my personal 
thanks go to Chris Byrne 
who manually entered 800+ 
members before helping 
me to cross-reference 
additional information. As 
you can imagine, this was an 
enormous task. 

Very soon the database’s 
email function will go 
live and we will be able to 
communicate more frequently 
with those members who have 
given us their email address. 

Please be assured that 
the database meets GDPR 
requirements, holds no 
personal bank details and is 
only available to three officers 
of the committee.

In March we are holding 
another celebration to 
say thank you to our 
road captains for all their 
continued efforts and to show 
them the new database. 

We are very pleased to 
welcome Allan Williams-
Jones from Huthwaite Freston 
Wright Building Surveyors Ltd 
to the SPRA committee. Allan 
brings a wealth of knowledge 
on planning matters.

I look forward to seeing you 
all at our AGM on Tuesday 
12th May at the Church Hall, 
Sneyd Park. There will be a 
free glass of wine and nibbles 
for everyone who comes along.

I wish you all a wonderful 
spring, and hope you enjoy 
the blessings of all the trees, 
flowers and wildlife in our 
unique region.

stephen.small@btinternet.com 

Steve Small, SPRA Chairman

Mrs Cook – a long standing member of Old Sneed 
Park Nature Reserve – and her family and friends 

decided to mark her 100th birthday by making a large 
donation to the reserve’s Friends group. The money was to 
be used to buy a suitable tree to be planted in the reserve.

Mrs Cook, who is pictured here with members of her 
family, chose an oak tree from Chew Valley Nurseries,  
and on 2nd January a representative from the nursery came 
along to the reserve to plant it. The money will also allow 

the Friends to plant a new hedge near the railway.
The Friends would like to thank everyone who contributed 

to the donation and we wish Mrs Cook every happiness. 
 
The working party will next meet in the reserve on 18th April 

Mrs Cook’s generosity 
secures a new tree for 
Old Sneed Park reserve

Carole M
orris



The SPRA 
committee 
needs you
Our committee can only 
function if it has enough 
members.

After many years of 
service, David Smith 
wishes to retire from the 
position of Treasurer. Our 
Secretary, Gay Huggins, 
who has given 10 years’ 
service to the committee, 
also wants to retire. We 
thank them both for all 
their support.

It is essential that 
both of these officers 
are replaced so the 
committee can continue 
to function. We meet 
every other month and 
are a fun committee, so 
please consider coming 
forward to volunteer for 
one of these positions. 
Giving a few hours a 
month allows SPRA to 
operate effectively for the 
benefit of all members.

If you are interested, 
please contact Steve 
Small (stephen.small@
btinternet.com).  

Has your bin 
been missed?
To help keep our streets, 
clean and tidy, please 
report any missed refuse 
or recycling collections 
online at: www.bristol.
gov.uk/bins-recycling/
missed-bin-collection.

You can report a missed 
collection between 5pm 
on the day of the missed 
collection and 5pm on 
the next working day. 

These reports can only 
be made online and not 
over the phone.

Help us plan our next social event
Last year the committee 

organised a very special 
party to celebrate SPRA’s 
50th anniversary, and it was a 
great success. 

In fact, more than 220 
people came along, including 
some from outside the SPRA 
area who joined in our 
celebration. This successful 
event was good for the 
association and great for the 
area, but we can’t hope to do 
that again this year. 

We have discussed holding 
a smaller event in September, 
when residents of Sneyd Park 
can come and meet others, 
perhaps make new friends and 
celebrate all that we have in 
this glorious neighbourhood.

I would welcome 
suggestions from any of 
you about what you’d like to 
happen – perhaps a cheese 
and wine evening, American 
supper or barn dance. Please 
contact me with suggestions.

Let’s swell our ranks...
Finally from me, an update 
on road captains and 
membership, which our 

Litter, litter, litter...
In the last issue, Steve was 

encouraging us all to pick 
up pieces of litter in the 
streets where we live. Well, 
I walk around Sneyd Park 
most days, and this last  
week I’ve noticed that there 
is much less litter. What a 
great result! 

I think along Church Road 
the gutter-sweeping lorry 
has something to do with 
it, but in other cases people 

must have been clearing the 
litter. The only spots that are 
still prone to the problem are 
those surrounding workers’ 
vans, where sandwich and 
chocolate wrappers are 
dropped, and the bus shelter 
opposite the Stoke Hill end 
of Downleaze, where the 
students regularly leave 
bottles and cans. 

So, through working 
together, Sneyd Park is 

becoming a tidier place to 
live. Of course, storms Ciara 
and Dennis have brought 
down lots of twigs, branches 
and bits from our many trees, 
but at least that’s a different 
sort of rubbish! Let’s keep up 
the good work.
Chris Byrne
Membership Secretary

membership secretary Chris 
looks after with amazing 
efficiency. We are currently 
encouraging people to pay 

by standing order, although 
we understand some people’s 
reluctance to do this, so road 
captains are still collecting 
money as an alternative 
where appropriate. If your 
neighbours aren’t already 
SPRA members, please 
encourage them to join and 
support us – the association 
is for everyone, not just a few, 
and the more members we 
have, the more we can achieve 
for the area.
Alan Jenkinson 
Deputy Chair

Newsletter contributions

If you’d like to write an article for a future SPRA 
newsletter, please get in touch. We would be very pleased 

to hear from you. We’d also 
love to hear about news 
from the area that you think 
would be of interest to other 
newsletter readers.

You can email any 
contribution, suggestion or 
letter to the editor at 
BristolSPRA@gmail.com.



This open forum meets 
every four months and 

members include the local 
MP and city councillors, 
who have standing 
positions. Meetings involve 
presentations and discussions 
and finish with a question-
and-answer session. 

Alan Jenkinson attended the 
last meeting on behalf of the 
SPRA Committee and noted 
the following points of interest:

The police update, with the 
latest crime figures 
We are very lucky to live in a 
low-crime area, although bike 
thefts from garages and thefts 
from vans are of concern. 
Awareness is the key and 
people need to ensure that 
they don’t leave valuables on 
display in cars or vans (or at 
all overnight) and that they 
lock vehicles whenever they 
are unattended (including 
locking garage doors).

Local Speed Watch  
This is made up of volunteers 
who check vehicle speeds on 
Stoke Bishop roads and report 
back to the forum. They have 
no enforcement powers, but 
figures from the University 
of the West of England claim 
that four lives were saved in 
the area last year through the 
introduction of the 20 mph 
speed limit.

Cars and vans 
John Goulandris gave a 
positive update on some 
new enforcement orders that 
are being introduced. They 
will allow unlawfully parked 
vehicles in bottleneck areas 
such as Parrys Lane to be 
dealt with, as well as speedier 
removal of unlawful traveller 
sites, which have cropped up 
recently in the area.  

Van dwellers 
It was pointed out that it is 
not illegal to sleep in a car or 
van, but clearly the problem 
in the area is recognised and 
the council is in the process of 
debating the best solution. 

Respect the Downs  
This group wasn’t at the 
meeting but Steve Small and I 
have met with them and they 
are looking to achieve positive 
action, particularly in terms 
of the van dwellers, a problem 
that affects everyone. The 
group’s mission is to achieve 
clear effective policy on Gypsy 
incursions and a clear policy 

on van dwellers. All SPRA 
members are encouraged  
to visit their website for  
more details. 
www.respectthedowns.co.uk

Community Infrastructure Levy 
This process identifies well-
deserved neighbourhood 
projects that require funding 
to complete and which 
will add value to the local 
community. In Sneyd Park 
there are always things 
to achieve, but I would 
like to hear suggestions 
and proposals from SPRA 
members about suitable 
projects. Please email me if 
you have anything to suggest.

Other updates
There were updates on trees, 
Bristol NW Climate Action 
Group, and ‘We love Stoke 
Lodge’, a group that aims to 
maintain public access to 
the 26 acres of land around 
a council-owned house in 
Stoke Bishop that currently 
functions as an adult 
education centre.

flickr.com
/photos/crabchick  U

sed under Creative Com
m

ons licence

Planning
The SPRA committee 
looks at many, many 
applications. When we 
decide to object to an 
application, this is usually 
based on the importance 
of preserving the area 
of Sneyd Park – after 
all, people move here to 
enjoy this unique part 
of Bristol that’s so near 
the city centre. We also 
support applications, 
as people’s property 
requirements inevitably 
change over the years.

We hope to register 
with the City Council so 
all planning applications 
will be automatically 
issued to us.
Alan Jenkinson 
Deputy Chair

Membership
Now that our database is 
completed, it would be 
really good to extend our 
membership. If you have 
any neighbours who 
aren’t members, or you 
know of anyone moving 
into the area, please 
encourage them to join. 
They can do this either 
via their road captain, or 
by contacting me. By 
working together we can 
enhance the spirit of the 
community and improve 
our environment.

Our road captains 
perform a very important 
role, and sparing a few 
hours allows SPRA to 
develop. Since our last 
request, we have had two 
new volunteers (thank 
you) but could still use a 
couple more to share the 
workload of those road 
captains who cover large 
areas. Please contact me 
for more details.
Chris Byrne 
Membership Secretary

An update from the  
Stoke Bishop Forum

The Lucombe Oak in the grounds of Stoke Lodge. The forum meeting 
included an update from the ‘We love Stoke Lodge’ action group
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Sunday 12th July
Save the date!

Bring a picnic and join us in  
the reserve to celebrate 25 years  

of the Friends of Old Sneed  
Park Nature Reserve

• Meet Chris Sperring MBE,  
 who will lead a guided walk
• Make a bird box to put up in  
 the reserve’s woodland
• Follow a trail
• Solve a quiz
• And more!


